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FISHERROW YACHT CLUB

A GENERAL GUIDE

97 New Street
Musselburgh
Midlothian
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INTRODUCTION

This guide is written to tell visitors and prospective members ol Fisherrow
Yacht Club a little about the club and its sailing and social activities.

We hope you will come and see us in person so that we can show you round.
The current olficers of the club are shown in the Appendix.

Like our quiet Iittle harbour, the club is not pretentious. We set out to give
our members, with the minimum of fuss, an opportunity to meet sailors,
learn more about sailing, and take part in competitive events. We offer open
sea, on the Forth, yet the shelter of the bay, and the harbour. We try to offer
hospitality to all who attend our gatherings.

FISHERROW HARBOUR

Fisherrow harbour is about one mile from the centre of Musselburgh, and
about 80 yards from Al, at the intersection with Newhailes Road (see map).
It is owned by the Lothian Regional Council, who appoint, the Harbour Master,
whose name and address is in the Appendix.

Formerly a busy fishing port, it now has more pleasure craft. Light dinghies
stand on their trollies along the hard around the harbour, with rings provid-
ed for ropes to secure them down.

Dues are paid to the Lothian Regional Council for launching, mooring and
standing on the hard, as set out in the Appendix. The Harbour Master allocates
the moorings, and the standings.

The harbour is tidal, and boats can move in it for about 2-2'lz hours either
side of high tide. There are three methods of launching dinghies: down the
slipway into the harbour; down the East slip, which has water longer than
the harbour; and over the West Sands, from which water can be reached
at all tides - but is a long walk at Spring lows.

THE CLUB

The club was founded in 1957, has a useful clubhouse and a well-established
position in the sailing activities of the Forth and the life of Musselburgh.
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CLUBHOUSE

The Clubhouse is the ground floor and outbuildings of 97 New Street, about
100 yards from the harbour. This has a general room, bar, committee room,
ladies' and gentlemens' changing rooms, kitchen and outside storage lockers.
A grassed garden at the back serves for social occasions when fine, and houses
the marquee at the Regatta.

All members may obtain, on payment, a key which lits the locks on the
clubhouse, outhouses and back gate on to the promenade. They are welcome
to use the kitchen when not otherwise in use for Club activities.

The Club looks to its members to keep it tidy and lend an occasional hand
with mowing and tidying the garden.

The licensed bar, which is open every Friday evening, is also open after rac-
ing events and at all social events.

SAILING

The cluUs principal sailing activities are class and handicap races, which
are run at weekends or evenings, the timing depending on the tides. Details
are given in the club booklet, issued annually free to all members. A two-
day regatta is held about mid-August.

There are also a number of cruises, either to a neighbouring club's regatta,
or for a day or weekend to a distant spot. These are informal affairs, in which
the individual skippers are expected to link with other members to make
arrangements. The Cruisers normally participate in the ordinary class/han-
dicap races ol the general sailing programme.

There are no organised activities for power boats.

Racing is marshalled from the pierhead, where the club has a flag pole, and
starting transit poles off the harbour wall. The sailing instructions and club
courses for normal events are given in the club booklet, and the appropriate
signals are made at the pierhead.

Race Officers

The racing at each session in the programme is the responsibility of a
nominated Race Officer, whose name is printed in the club booklet for each
date. All nominated officers are expected to arrange their replacement if unable
to attend, to be on the pier one hour before start time, and to have con-
tacted the Race Officer or the Sailing Secretary at an earlier time if they are
unfamiliar with procedures.

Sailing Committee

The Sailing Secretary, and his committee, handle all details of the sailing
programme. They are pleased to answer queries and always happy to receive
constructive comment on the organisation of the sailing.

Safety

The club is extremely keen to maintain an impeccable record for safety at
sea. During all organised events, a rescue boat is on duty, and additionally
the cruisers in the club are always prepared to assist a dinghy which is in
trouble. Members of the club undertake rescue launch duty, and manning
of the launch is obligatory before dinghy races are run.

Members are strictly enjoined to wear the appropriate life jackets, or safety
harness, and to ensure their boat buoyancy equipment is adequate and ef'
fective. Dinghies should have an anchor and 10 fathom warp. In the event
of trouble during a race, personnel will be picked up quickly, and dinghies
left at anchor for later salvage.

INSURANCE

All dinghies must have adequate insurance cover up to the sum of &100,000
for third party l iabi l i ty.
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ORGANISATION AND MEMBERSHIP

The club is run by Office Bearers, General Committee, Sailing Committee
and Social Committee. The current holders of the principal offices are shown
in the Appendix. The club year starts on lst January of each year.

The Annual General Meeting, usually in November, elects the Officers for
the next season, and the General Committee, and agrees the entrance fees
and subscriptions. All officers and committee retire at the end of the year
but may be re-elected.

The General Committee, which normally meets each month, arranges for
subrommittees lor Sailing and Social activities, and any special sutlcommittee
is required.

The booklet, including the sailing programme, names of race officers, sail-
ing instructions and courses, is issued in the Spring. Programme changes
are advised on the notice board in the clubroom. The social programme is
also in the booklet.

The Hon. General Secretary deals with all administrative and procedural maF
ters, and the Hon. Treasurer with all financial matters.

The names of applicants for membership are posted on the notice board
in the clubhouse for not less than two weeks. On acceptance, they become
members as soon as the subscription is paid.

The current rate of subscription is given in the Appendix. There is an or-
dinary membenhip as well as two reduced rates for younger memben. Family
membership is taken to cover the parents and all children up to 17. When
the children reach 18 they are expected to take out ordinary membership.
Group membership is available to recognised Youth Organisations.

Club ties, badges and burgees are available from the Treasurer.

SOCIAL

The major social activities, organised by the Social Secretary and the Social
Committee, normally comprise.,

Scottish Night
Annual Dinner Dance
"Pot Luck" Parties
"Valentine's" Party
Regatta Function
Christmas Party
Skittles Night

January
Around October
Throughout Year
February
August
December
Occasional

Other, less formal, activities, such as film shows and coflee or wine-andcheese
parties, are held at the clubrooms.

CONCLUSION

We hope we have said enough to illustrate the nature of our club. We try
to combine the necessary discipline for proper activities in an open seaway
with an informal organisation and management. The club only exists because
the members are prepared to carry out some part of the many tasks that
have to be undertaken to make it function.

We hope that you will come and meet us, decide to join us, and enjoy the
sailins and other activities of the club.



Office Bearers 1986
Honorary Commodore

Councillor A Wanless L.R.C.

Commodore
Vice Commodore
Rear Commodore
Secretary
Tleasurer

General

Steue Hansen Just
Alistair Brown
Geoff Ingram
Social Secretary
Membership Secretary

E.M. Rankine
D Smilh
S Angus
Morag Campbell
May Angus

Committee

John Forbes
Kenneth Dick
Gauin McDouall (Loretto)
Audrey Ranhine
Geoff Ingram

ryPES OF MEMBERSHIP

Family Membership for husband and/or
wife and their children under 18.

Ordinary Membership for persons aged
18 and over.

Junior Membership - ages 16 to 17.

Cadet Membership - 15 or under.

Group Membership.

Entmnce
Fee

5'12 (waived)

S10 (waived)

s0

s0

515 (waived)

Annual
Subscription

'JJ

56

s3

s40
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